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Debunking the Fake News on Obama Vying for Presidency in Kenya
Introduction
The current social media era has seen an unprecedented increase in global concern regarding fake news. Fake news can be defined as the deliberate presentation of (typically) false or misleading claims as news, where the claims are misleading by design (Gelfert 108). The creators and perpetrators of fake news have several motives behind their actions, which result in various effects on the consumers of the false information. This paper analyzes one such article titled “Barack Obama Announces Intention to Run as President of Kenya in 2021” which was released on January 14th, 2020, by the World News Daily Report. The paper aims to establish a possible cause-effect pattern regarding the article’s information and its readers by firstly evaluating its veracity and credibility, followed by a possible explanation for why the article was written, and the possible effects it had on its readers.
Article Summary
In “Barack Obama Announces Intention to Run as President of Kenya in 2021”, the author alleges that former U.S. President Barack Obama was planning on running for president of Kenya in 2021 (Snopes). The author begins by describing Obama’s alleges visit to Kenya, where the former president supposedly expressed his interest to improve Kenya’s status. The author explains that Obama supposedly created a political party before elaborating on Kenya’s economic and political climate (World News Daily Report). Subsequently, the author describes the opinions of some analysts regarding Obama’s alleged decision to run for the presidency. Nonetheless, this article was not a factual recounting of real-life events (Snopes).
Reasons to Doubt the Veracity of the Article
The veracity of this article can be doubted since the author does not provide evidence to back up his claims. For starters, the author quotes certain words that he alleges were said by Obama. Apart from the fact that these words cannot be proven as Obama’s, they entail a false claim regarding the United States’ worst economic crisis which the author does not prove (World News Daily Report). Additionally, the author makes unsubstantiated claims that Kenya’s food security is severely threatened due to a huge swarm of locusts that destroyed swathes of maize, coffee, vegetable, and tea plantations (World News Daily Report). He does not provide evidence for these claims, such as the exact figures, locations, or timeline of these events. The author also phrases such as “many analysts” and “several experts” instead of mentioning specific names of individuals who gave their opinion regarding Obama’s announcement (World News Daily Report). Thus, the lack of clear and trustworthy evidence to support the author’s claims undermines the veracity of the article.
Secondly, although the headline and subheading mention that Obama announced his intention to vie for the presidency in Kenya, the article is not about this announcement. In the article, the author does not explain the circumstances during which Obama made this announcement, such as exactly when it occurred or where he made the announcement. Furthermore, the author does not give us the exact words said by Obama as part of this announcement. As such, the article is not about Obama’s announcement, but instead describes Obama’s tour to Africa to give conferences in various countries, followed by unsubstantiated words that the author claims Obama said when he was in Kenya (World News Daily Report). The author then divulges into the supposed economic and political state of Kenya (World News Daily Report). Consequently, the article does not match its headline since it does not talk about Obama’s announcement to vie for the presidency in Kenya.
Thirdly, the veracity of the article is weakened by the author’s tendency to push the article to one point of view that is not related to his main topic. Essentially, the author consistently enforces his perspective regarding Kenya as a poorly developed country throughout his article. Firstly, the author tries to portray Kenya as a country with political and social instability, poverty issues, government corruption, and an important water crisis even if it has recently known a few years of economic growth (World News Daily Report). He adds that Kenya has been struggling with several economic problems recently, the most recent of which is a huge swarm of locust that destroyed swathes of maize, coffee, vegetable, and tea plantations, threatening the country’s food security (World News Daily Report). This perspective of Kenya as a struggling nation is emphasized in the article, yet it does not relate to the supposed main topic, which is Obama’s announcement.
Possible Reasons why the Article was Written/Causes
This article was written for several possible reasons. Firstly, it may have been written for financial reasons, such that the catchy headline was meant to influence their audience into sharing the fake news items on social media to increase the amount of internet traffic for their websites (Gelfert 107). This increased traffic allows the creators of fake news websites and information to capitalize on automated advertising that rewards high traffic to their websites (Celliers et al). Since the websites today are not restricted to the content displayed to the public as long as they attract users, this article could have been aimed at monetizing the false information, thus providing monetary value for writers to display sensational false information (Celliers et al). Additionally, the article could have been written for political reasons. For instance, the article insinuates that Donald Trump is a “narcissistic reality TV star”, which could have been an attempt by the author to condemn Trump (World News Daily Report). By creating false statements, the author possibly wanted to influence the voters’ perceptions towards Trump.
Effects of the Article
The possible effects of the article on the readers firstly include the misleading of the public since the article is based on falsehoods. Additionally, due to the current social media age, it is more likely that the article was shared through these media. The misinformation could have contributed to the ongoing erosion of the public’s ability to distinguish what is true and backed by facts compared to what is fiction (Akpan). Additionally, even if the article was retracted or corrected with the relevant context, the people who read the initial story may not see the update or notice that it was retracted (Akpan). In this, once a certain idea gains traction inside the minds of several individuals, it can repel fact-checking (Akpan). Even worse, attempts to correct the article may lead to more reinforcement of the misinformation in the reader’s minds (Akpan).
Conclusion
As a result, we can conclude that the article titled “Barack Obama Announces Intention to Run as President of Kenya in 2021” was not a factual account of real-life events, but was an example of fake news created possibly for financial or political reasons. Nonetheless, it may have had several effects on its readers, such as being misled and diminishing their ability to distinguish the truth from fiction. As such, there is a need for global effort to tackle the prevalence of fake news and its propagation through media to minimize some of its negative effects.
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